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author designates summer diarrhoea and allied forms, are thoroughly up 
to date. The photographs and drawings in the article on colitis and ileo¬ 
colitis are exceedingly fine. The article on stomatitis leaves one some¬ 
what in doubt regarding the nosological position of some of the instances 
of house epidemics of an ulcerative disease of the mouth which are occa¬ 
sionally seen. We note also the statement, with which certainly all 
writers are not in accord, that quinsy is always a unilateral disease. 

In the chapter on respiratory affections we observe with particular 
pleasure the beautiful photo-micrographs of pneumonia of different 
forms. The article upon this disease is very complete. • 

. Diseases of the circulatory apparatus open with one of the clearest 
descriptions of congenital cardiac lesions and their symptoms with which 
we are acquainted. 

To review at length the remaining sections of the volume would serve 
no good purpose. We may merely mention in passing the very useful 
general remarks on the character, quality, and method of collecting 
urine in infancy, and on some of the minor affections of the urinary 
apparatus, often neglected by writers; the articles on convulsions,men¬ 
ingitis, cerebral tumor, and adenitis; and the section on infectious dis¬ 
eases, particularly upon diphtheria. We fail to find any mention of 
the family form of spastic paraplegia, either of the cerebral or spinal 
type, and we regret to see anterior poliomyelitis called “infantile spinal 
paralysis,” as this seems a step backward in exactness of nomenclature. 
Glandular fever is not spoken of—perhaps intentionally. The term 
“anginose” is omitted in writing of the form of scarlet fever usually 
described under this title. Erythema exudativa (on page 815) should, 
of course, read eiythema exudativum. 

Yet these criticisms are merely upon secondary matters. As to the 
work as a whole, it is a sincere pleasure to possess it, to read it, and to 
realize that it is such a credit to American medical book-making. 

J. P. C. G. 


Mitteilungen aus den Grenzebieten der Medizin und Chirurgie. 
Redigiert von J. Mikulicz (Breslau) and B. Naunyn (Strasburg). Erster 
Band. Drittes Heft. Jena: Vcriag von Gustav Fischer, 1896. 
Contributions from the Borderland of Medicine and Surgery. By 
J. Mikulicz and B. Naunyn 

Hot long since (American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
April, 1897), we noticed one part of the first volume of this excellent 
work. Another part reaches us now with ten contributions instead of a 
single one. We can only give a few notes of some of the more important. 

The first paper is by Bandler, on The Influence of Chloroform and 
Ether on the Liver. He reports the case of a man who was operated 
on for hernia, the operation lasting an hour, chloroform being used as 
the anaesthetic, and no iodide or bichloride being used. On the day 
after the operation he developed jaundice, and on the fourth day died 
soporose. The post-mortem examination disclosed the fact that he died 
with acute yellow atrophy of the liver, together with a fatty heart and 
chronic Bright’s disease. Bacteriological infection was excluded at the 
post-mortem; no other cause apparently existed, therefore, except the 
chloroform. 
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Many years ago Casper pointed out the possibility of such after-results 
from chloroform, and the investigation made by the author on dogs, os 
well as the post-mortem on his patient, seemed to establish the fact 
that occasionally such a result may follow. 

The next article is by von Jaksch, on The Treatment of Malignant 
Tumors with the Erysipelas Serum of Emmerich-Scholl. The conclu¬ 
sions which he reached are very much the same which both experience 
and observation have impressed upon our own mind as to the use of the 
erysipelas serum of Coley. The author says “ the present serum does 
not enable us to reach our object. Its employment brings dangers and 
great suffering for the patients, so that after the large number of serious 
accidents following its use in a relatively small number of cases I cannot 
advise its further clinical use.” 

Siegel and Heinshaimer complete two interesting articles on opera¬ 
tions on the stomach. 

Gerhardt and Lauenstein have papers on Perityphlitis. It seems 
strange that eleven years after Fitz’s convincing paper our brethren, 
both in England and especially, perhaps, those in Germany, still adhere 
to the pathologically erroneous name perityphlitis. 

Franke reports an interesting case of Recovery from Mucous 
Colitis by the Establishment of an Artificial Amis. Our own expe¬ 
rience as to the ease with which patients can lake care of an artificial 
inguinal anus and the comfort which they derive from such operative 
procedures in suitable cases makes us very much more willing than 
formerly to use this method in the treatment of cases of such gravity 
as to demand it. Such patients can go about with ease and comfort 
not only to themselves, but to all about them, since no one would 
know that an artificial anus had been established in the majority of 
the cases. 

In the paper of Berkhan on the Treatment of a Diverticulum of 
the (Esophagus, we cannot but be struck with the immense superiority 
of the surgical over the medical treatment. A clergyman, aged fifty- 
two years, was under treatment for three months. The oesophagus was 
dilated by a bougie of suitable curve, which, however, it took eight days 
of repeated experiment to pass into the stomach. After that the bougie 
was introduced eighty-five times, and the patient declared that since the 
beginning of the treatment he had never been able to swallow so well. 
He wished to learn the technique of the operation himself, so that he 
could resume his occupation without requiring the constant aid of the 
surgeon. A curious commentary on this statement follows. Before this 
suggestion could be carried into effect it became entirely impossible for 
him to swallow, and after several days of rectal feeding the patient 
died exhausted. 

A case of Professor Hearn, on which he operated at the Jefferson 
Medical College Hospital, presented a very different and striking con¬ 
trast. The diverticulum was exposed by a vertical incision at the side 
of the neck; it was cut away, the margins were inverted and united by 
Lembert sutures, precisely as in any other part of the digestive tract; 
primary union took place; in a week the patient was up and about, and 
has had no trouble since. Surely with such a contrast, especially with 
the death of the one patient after three months of treatment, and the 
entire recovery of the other in one week, the choice of methods is easily 
made. 
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Two other articles, on Wandering Neuritis after Traumatism, by 
Krehl, and a case of Hiematomyelia Combined with Traumatic Spon¬ 
dylitis, by Henle, complete this interesting number. W. W. K. 


A System of Practical Therapeutics. Edited by Hobart Amory 
Hare, M.D., Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica in the Jeffer¬ 
son Medical College of Philadelphia; Physician to the Jefferson Medical 
College Hospital. Vol. IV. With illustrations. Pp. ix., 1062. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1897. 

The purpose of this volume is to present the real advances which 
have been made in the treatment of disease since the three composing 
the system have been completed. It practically not only brings the 
work down to the present, but, on account of many changes among 
the sub-editors, gives a broader treatment of some of the subjects. 

We are in accord with Dr. Simon Baruch in claiming great advantage 
in the use of public rain-baths, and welcome their more extensive intro¬ 
duction. The sentence “ the public rain-bath has also been freely ven¬ 
tilated ” is scarcely felicitous. As for the rest of “ Hydrotherapy iu 
Disease/’ we find the more recent contributions considered, but the very 
important paper of Porter omitted. We appreciate the arguments for 
the method, and feel that if its value should not receive fuller recogni¬ 
tion it will not be for lack of energy or enthusiasm on the part of its 
devotees. Under the heading of “ Mineral Springs,” Bad Nauheim 
receives much attention, but is more fully discussed by Henry (pp. 379 
et seq .). Dr. S. Edwin Solly reviews the “ Present Treatment of Tuber¬ 
culosis/’ taking up tuberculin, anti-streptococcal injections, nuclein, 
antiseptic, and other drug treatment. So far as concerns creosote, we 
believe the author to be in the wrong when be assumes that the good 
results obtained from this drug to be due to the fact that only patients 
with good digestion can take it, and others are dropped from the roll, 
and thus are not counted. There are creosote preparations which are 
readily taken by persons whose digestions are impaired, so that we 
believe that the fault is not with creosote, but with the preparation. 
The monograph of Audeoud is too valuable that he should appear as 
Audeon (page 48). _ We agree with the editor in preferring camphoric 
acid for night-sweating to zinc, recommended by the author; this in our 
experience may be effective, but most certainly interferes with digestion. 
The question of climate is distinctively within the province of the author, 
and we note with pleasure his very fair presentation and sound advice, 
to which even more space could have been advantageously given. Dr. 
Edward Martin offers a practical chapter upon the “ Present Treatment 
of Syphilis,” to which no exceptions should be taken, for its value is 
that of a monograph. “ Typhoid Fever and Malarial Diseases” have 
been entrusted to Dr. J. M. Anders. He reviews hydrotherapy fairly, 
recognizing what many of its followers apparently ignore, “ the supreme 
importance of adapting the means to be employed to the case in band 
rather than to the disease in general.” Of special medication the author 
speaks with indefiniteness, although offering some important suggestions. 
In the second division of the subject we find nothing of especial novelty. 



